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1. General Provisions

According to the Federal State Educational StandaHigher Education (FSES HE), the
Master Degree Dissertation (Thesis) is the finahlifging paper the defence of which is
included into final state attestation.

The defence of Thesis aims to set the compliandbeoievel of vocational training of
graduates with the FSES HI.

Master’s Thesis is prepared in the training peaad (or) during the research work. It is
an independent and logically complete final quatidypaper containing solutions to the tasks in
research, practical, design and innovative, mamgggind pedagogical activities.

Thesis of the Master of Psychology is an indepenfieal qualifying paper that contains
the research and corresponds to the educationgigmmne.

2. Guidelines for Qualifying Paper

2.1. Type of final qualifying paper

The final qualifying paper is performed in formMaster's Thesis.

2.2. Structure and requirements for the content

Master’'s Thesis is a report about student’'s studfethe problem and their search for
solution. Master’s Thesis consists of:

» Title page

* Table of Contents

» Abstract

* Introduction

» Definition of the problem

* Review of existing solutions to the problem andmisdifications

* Research and design of solution

* Empirical part

» Conclusion

» References

Requirements to the content of the above partsastét’s Thesis:

» Abstract (no more than half of a page) must contfaéndefinition of the problem and
the main results.

 Introduction must describe the subject area whiehpgroblem belongs to and contain
its informal description.

» Definition of the problem must contain the probldefinition within a model of the
subject area which the problem belongs to, spetifin of a desired solution in terms of the
subject area model.

* Review must contain clearly defined objectives a&odhparing criteria correlating
with the specifications of the desired solutiorthie problem. Conclusions must be presented at
the end of the review.

» “Research” must describe the decomposition of tledlpm on the sequence of sub-
problems which must be solved to find the solutiorthe main problem. It must contain the
reasoning of all the solutions. For example, ifdeeide to create a software tool, we must prove
that there is no tool having the needed parameiéies.exception is creating a tool for studying
purposes.

* Conclusion must summarise the results of work sttbohifor the defence and
consistent with the objective of the paper.

2.3. Topics of Master’'s Thesis for master studeritshe programmeéPsychology of
health and safetyare determined by the research of the laboratofidse faculty:



» Laboratory of Health Psychologheaded by the Prof. Kozlova N.V.) organises and
conducts the research in neurophysiological, psyttysiological, cognitive and value aspects
of health as a resource and strategic potentialaohuman stability and prosperity,
competitiveness and professional development.

» Psychophysiology.aboratory (headed by the Prof. Bogomaz S.A.) is engaged into
studies of physiological bases of mental activitgd &duman behavior. It serves as a foundation
and basis for educational research for master stesd@hose major is genetic, clinical and
organisational psychology.

» Laboratory of Psychological Examinatidheaded by the Prof. Meshcheryakova E. I.)
conducts theoretical and applied research in thd fof psychological expertology. Currently,
the laboratory is authorized to conduct about 2@s$yof expert and consulting work.

» Laboratory of Psychological Practicdbeaded by the Prof. Kabrin V. 1.) is engaged
into the development, research, supervision andngwion of innovative psychological
practices; it develops methods of active researuth studies the effectiveness of different
psychological practices.

» Laboratory for Cognitive Studies and Psychogendheaded by Kovas Yu. V.) deals
with the studies of human abilities, and, mostlbfraathematic ones as the key determinants of
individual differences in abilities, results, mation and interest in mathematics.

» Laboratory of Early Developmerntheaded by Kovas Yu. V.) studies problems of
mental and physical development of children inyearitogenesis and discovers mechanisms of
normal children’s development and specific develepm

2.4. Procedure and submission of final qualifyingpgr to the State Examination
Commission

Master’'s Thesis is carried out at the departmenhdhe research laboratory under the
supervision of a supervisor assigned at the sesdidthe department. Terms of completion of
separate sections of Thesis are determined bydarsfa individual study plan.

The topic of Master’s Thesis and content of theepape defined by the supervisor in the
master’s thesis task and approved at the sessidheotlepartment considering the student’s
interests and the decision of the graduating demart. The stages for performing Master’s
Thesis (table 1) are written in the student’s imdlnal study plan (master’s thesis taskrnex).

Table 1. The stages for performing Master’s Thesis
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The master student independently works on the $h&kie supervisor providing research
and methodological assistance performs the follgimctions:

» general guidance of the works direction and assistance in evaluation of jbbss
solutions to emerging problems;

» general controlover the terms of completion and preparation phsate sections of
the Thesis specified by the plan;

» assistancen selecting research materials and inquiry bopkagcement of orders for
different types of analyses and supplementary respa



» regular tutorialsand discussions of the topic as well as assocatEuems;

» preparation of the letter of referene@d agreement on submission for the defence.

Working on the Thesis, the master student must dstrate their abilities to solve
independently the problems emerging in their ptesal activity using acquired knowledge,
skills and competencies. He/she must professioraghver specific information, prove and
defend their stand point.

Requirements for documents

Requirements are established in the recommendatanbibliographic description of
documents based on the requirements of the intersts|andard GOST 7.1-2003.The
recommendations provide general requirements ateb rfor description of bibliographic
references: types, structure, content, positiodocuments according to the requirements of the
Russian national standard GOST 7.0.5-2008. Themwewmmndations are placed on the web-site of
the TSU Research Librahttp://www.lib.tsu.ru/win/produkzija/metodichka/4.h8ml.

Text of documents:

1. Names given in the text of a document and on r&dgins must be similar.

2. Text of the document must be brief, clear and mastontain various explanations.

3. Generally accepted scientific and technical termd definitions must be used in
documents. If a document contains specific ternoigpl a list of accepted terms with
corresponding definitions must be provided at the ef the document (before the references).
The list must be included in the table of contents.

4. It is not allowed:

» to use colloquial phrases, technicism, special $aetated to professional activity;

» to use different scientific and technical terms)@yms for the same concept, and use
foreign words and terms, if there are Russian edents;

» to use arbitrary word-formation;

» to use abbreviations except those established bgi&uorthography.

2.5. Defence of dissertation (Thesis)

The final stage of the work on Master's Thesis iBsin preparation of the required
documents and materials, preparation to the prasentat the meeting of the State Examination
Committee and public defence itself.

It is recommended to hold a test hearing at tlpadment in terms of completed paper —
its preliminary presentationpre-defence) — 1-1,5 month prior to the defefices. of great help
for the student, their supervisor, and the headhef department giving the approval on
submission of the paper for the defence.

2.6. Documents submitted to the State Examinatmmi@ission

The completed Thesis is given to the supervisor,wlithin no more than three days
prepares a written reasoned statement on its resslio defence.

The form and content for the reference letter efgbpervisor are presented in fanex
2.

If the supervisor gives a negative opinion on tapgy of their master student, the latter is
allowed to submit their Thesis to the defence.

The head of the department approves the admissidafence on the basis of completed
work, reference letter and student’s presentatidheadepartment. If the head of the department
considers the admission impossible, the case @usked at the meeting of the department and
submitted by the Dean of the faculty for the Réstapproval.

Ten days prior to the defence¢he Thesis along with the supervisor’s refereletter is
given to the secretary of the State Examination @asion. In accordance with the established
procedure, the secretary appoints a reviewervattin two dayspasses them the Thesis and
submission of the State Examination Commissidnnéx 3. The reviewer, as a rule, is a



specialist in the field, which the Master’'s Thes&dongs to. A person working at the department
responsible for the Master’s Thesis cannot bedhiewer

Within three working daysthe reviewer analyses the Thesis and writes thewe
following the recommended form\(nex 3)

Negative review does not deprive of the opportutotgefend the final qualifying paper
in the State Examination Commission. Negative m@eesupposesbligatory presence of the
reviewer at the meeting of the State Examinatiom@gssion.

A master student has the right to familiarise with review no less thawo days prior
to the defence.

Thesis, review and supervisor’s reference lettedh wignatures and dates on the Title
Page are returned to the State Examination Comwnisso less than three days prior to the
defence.

2.7. Defence procedure

The defence is held at the meeting of the Statenixation Commission approved by the
Order of the Rector of TSU and entitled to perfdimal state attestation of the educational
programmes listed in the Order.

The defence of the final qualifying paper is opertite public and held in accordance
with terms established in the curriculum.

The defence is held in form of discussion involvimgh exactingness to the candidate
and thorough consideration of results and condhssresented in the Thesis and submitted for
the defence.

The Chairman of the State Examination Commissiaitsstthe defence with the
announcement of the name of a candidate, a topthesfisand educational programme within
which the thesis is performed. He/She also annauacademic title, position and surname of
the supervisor.

Then, the Chairman (or the secretary of State Examon Commission under the
Chairman’s instruction) informs about the availapibf required documents of the candidate
(student’s record book, thesis, reference letted, r@view) and gives a brief description of their
“service record” (performance, publications and irtheharacter, presentations on the
conferences, participation in the development skaech programmes of the department and
their level, diplomas of laureate awarded at thepetitions and contests, etc.).

After that, the Chairman gives the floor to the diglate. The candidatgresents the
report on the completed work (up to 15 minutes), payirtgrdion to the main results of the
research. It is recommended to use a brief plamefeport or its thesis. The candidate should
not read the paper, since it makes a bad impressidrgives rise to doubt and provokes further
guestions by the members of the State Examinatanraission.

It is very important to have presentation skillsl avork with visuals, to speak eloquently,
professionally and grammatically correct languagetly keeping within the time limit.

After the candidate’s presentation, the superviaées the floarHe/she provides a brief
description of the candidate’s professional queditand their attitude to work on the thesis as
well as evaluates the paper submitted for the @efeaccording to the points stated in the
reference letter. If the supervisor is absent atieeting of the State Examination Commission,
the reference letter is read out.

Negative reference letter presupposes obligataygirce of the supervisor at the meeting
of the State Examination Commission.

The supervisor’s speech is followed by the reviewer reads out their review.

At the time, members of the State Examination Cossman and those present at the
meeting write their questions referring to the peats discussed in the thesis, research methods
and other issues concerning either the subjece¢tbpf the research or the results.

After pronouncement of the review, the candidaspoads to the remarks and critics by
the reviewerResponses must be to the point, brief and cRefusal to respond to the remarks



of the reviewer means the absence of the integrdl gf academic debate provided for by the
defence procedure of Master’s Thesis.

Next, the candidate answers the written questioaading it out and announcing the
name of the author. The answers must be to the,gwiaf and clear.

After answering the written questions, the Chairnadiers the members of the State
Examination Commission and those present ask maestigns related to the thesis. The
candidate answers without any preparation.

Depending on the course of discussion, the Chainmay ask the members of the State
Examination Commission and (or) those present poess their opinion on the defence (remarks
on the paper, grade, and qualification of the cdaiéi, etc.). The candidate must respond the
remarks providing relevant explanation.

At the request of the candidate, he/she may be gi\edosing speech.

The members of the State Examination Commissiooudss the defence during the
closedmeeting in presence of the supervisor and thewesii.

The Master’'s Theses are evaluated by taking inhsideration:

» level of research preparedness of the candidate;

* independence and initiative of the candidate duttiregwork;

* ability to present the results;

* ability to defend a stand point:

» opinions of the reviewer and the supervisor.

The form of the protocol for final qualifying papfer a member of the State Examination
Commission is in the in th&nnex 4.

The defence is graded on the basis of the gradicgje s‘excellent”, “good”,
“satisfactory”, and “unsatisfactory”. The decision is made by majority vote of the merslodr
the State Examination Commission present at theingedVith an equal number of votes, the
vote of the Chairman is decisive.

The grade and general remarks on the paper areuacen to the present after the
meeting of the Commission. The Chairman awardsctdrelidate with thequalifying degree
“Master” and announces the next defence (or closes thenggeti

Master students having no less than 75%eatellent” marks for all studying period in
all subjects (including elective and optional) &6 of “good” marks and whose theses are
graded‘excellent” are awarded diplomas with distinction.

Master students gradédnsatisfactory” for the defence are expelled from the university.
In this case, they receive the letter of completadndue standard. Master’s Thesis graded
“unsatisfactory” may be submitted for resnithin three yearsat the next meeting of the State
Examination Commission, buabt earlier than in a year

Master students failed to defend their final quali§i papers within established terms
under valid reasons can be provided with a satdddiicthe Rector of the university.

After the defence, the papers are stored at tharttepnts of the university. Graduates
are allowed to have copies of their papers.

The State Examination Commission decides on themmson for competition of
students’ papers of the Ministry of Education amiefSce of the Russian Federation and their
implementation in the production, research, edooatiprocess and (or) publication.

The State Examination Commission can recommendtients demonstrating special
achievements in scientific and research work foniadion to postgraduate programmes.

2.8 Evaluation Criteria (compliance with the reguments of the Federal State
Educational Standards of Higher Education) basedhenperformance and defence of final
qualifying paper



“Excellent” Grade:

in-depth and well reasoned justification of thei¢pp

clear statement and understanding of the problem;

wide and relevant bibliography and analytical metho

ability to reveal the disadvantages of used theaied make a summary on the basis

of specific details;

content of the research and defence evidencesngtsiddility to work in the field;

work is well-designed and has extended references;

reference letter and review are positive;

defence proved high professional and pedagogieggredness of the master student

and their ability for research work.

“Good” Grade:

reasoned justification of the topic;

clear statement and understanding of the problem;

limited bibliography insufficient for conductingetresearch;

paper is based on mediocre analysis of the problahthere are a few summaries;
content of the research and defence evidencesngtsiddility to work in the field;

work is well-designed and has necessary references;

reference letter and review are positive;

defence proved sufficient research and professiandlpedagogical preparedness of

the master student.

“Satisfactory” Grade:

problem;

sufficient justification of the topic, however, tieeis no in-depth understanding of the

bibliography consists of mainly basic references;

limited use of the research works required for caghpnsive study of the problem;

lack of student’s expertise in the field;

design of the paper contains some negligence;

reference letter and review are positive, but leorae remarks;

defence proved satisfactory research and profesisam pedagogical preparedness of

the master student, but their limited ability fesearch work.

“Unsatisfactory” Grade:

topic of the paper is presented in generalities;

limited bibliographic sources;

standard presentation of material;

dogmatic approach to the used theories and cocepti

opinions on the problems are not always relevant;

inaccuracies and incorrect conclusions on the swfidiferature;

design of the paper does not meet the requirements;

reference letter and review contain serious remdmkisthe public defence is possible;
master student demonstrated their limited knowledgkerudition at the defence.



Annex 1
Master’'s Thesis Task Form

TOMSK STATE UNIVERSITY
Faculty of Psychology
Department of Genetic and Clinical Psychology

APPROVED BY
The Head of the Department, Prof.
N.V. Kozlova
2016

MASTER’S THESIS TASK

for the master student group
1. Master’s Thesis topic

2. Objectives and content of the Thesis

3. Problems solved on the tasks of interested @ghons and their names

4. Mandatory illustrative material

5. Terms for submission of the completed Thesis:
— to the department

— to the State Examination Commission
6. Preliminary presentation at the department

7. Advisors for the Thesis sections

Supervisor
Date 2016

Accepted for execution 2016

The master student

Approved in the session of the department 2016
Protocol No




Annex 2

Form of reference letter from the research supenvis
REFERENCE LETTER

On the Master’'s Thesis

name of the topic

of the student of the group of the Faaflsychology of TSU

student’s name
The reference letter should provide the followinfprmation:

1 A short list of problems studied within the finglialifying paper considering the in-
depth description according to the “Task”. It isagenable to indicate the ratio of separate
sections (chapters) of the Thesis and degree ofithportance.

2 Description of the Thesis revealing its noveliyl anplementation in practice. It must
be noted, whether the topic is a part of state-ddna@ontractual or research development of the
department, research organisation or productiornpemm

3 Main advantages of the Thesis indicating the eegyf student’s independence in
decision-making.

4 Description of the research and regulatory fraore&wef the Thesis.

5 Description of student’s preparedness to indepetneisearch work.

6 Main disadvantages of the Thesis or/and preseiiceslevant material.

7 Evaluation of student’s work during the work bé&tThesis.

8 Quiality of the design of the research materials.

9 Conclusion on awarding the student wqtnalifying degree “Master.” Total grade for

the Thesis.

Supervisor

position, academic title, degree sigreatu name

Note — if the supervisor does not work at TSU,digmature must be certified by the seal of the
organisation he/she works in.



Annex 3
Form of submission the Master’s Thesis for review
INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE REVIEWER
Dear

The State Attestation Committee of Tomsk State ewsity on the field 37.04.01 Psychology
asks you to write a review on the Master’s Thesis

performed by the student of the group thefaculty of Psychology of TSU

The dissertation and written review must be retdrte@ the State Examination Commission
before , 20 .

The defence will be held oomr

Your presence at the defence is desirable

The review must represent the following information

1 Resolution on the degree of compliance of theepajith the master’s thesis task.

2 Novelty of the topic.

3 Essence of the result and their contributiorh&field of study.

4 The validity of the results and their theoretiaatl practical significance.

5 The degree of research completion; recommendation practical application and
publishing.

6 Professional level of performance and designityual the qualifying paper according
to:

— summary of the literature, presentation of thestatiata (three-five years);

— relevance of the methods and their conformity soghoblem;

— depth of discussion of the results and correctogsslutions;

— laconic and meaningful conclusions on the work;

— scientific style of writing, literacy, design ofdlpaper;

— design of illustrations, tables and other illustatmaterials according to the existing
standards;

— proper citation.

7 Conclusion on awarding the student with qualifydegreé’‘Master” and reasoning of
the grade.

It is necessary to write the place of employmeasiton, signature, and name at the end
of the review.

20

The Chairman of the State Attestation Commission

name



Annex 4

Protocol for final qualifying paper for a membertbe State Examination Commission
Quality criteria of final qualifying paper, its defce and their evaluation
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Each criterion is evaluated according to the 5-migadcale.

Final grade is an arithmetic mean value of scoféseoState Examination Commission

members and the reviewer. The value is rounded dpwn.

In case of significant difference of members’ opis, the Commission decides the final grade
for Master's Thesis and their defence during thesefl meeting of the State Examination
Commission.



